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Botany Speaker Series

Mare Nazaire: Curator of the Herbarium at California Botanic Garden,
Assistant Professor at Claremont Graduate University

Thursday, February 12 aat 7 p.m.

Watch on Zoom
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Collaborations between herbaria and archives: creating the extended specimen network

New initiatives in the digitization of herbarium
specimens and scientific archives have given rise to the
Extended Specimen Network (ESN)—a conceptual
framework that places specimens at its center and
connects them to disparate types of materials, including
field photographs, field notes, maps, and more, to build a
vast network of digital resources. Through a National
Science Foundation Infrastructure Capacity for Biological
Research grant, the Herbarium at California Botanic
Garden and the Library at the Botanical Research
Institute of Texas have partnered in an effort to preserve
and provide physical and digital access to the collections
of renowned American botanist and photographer,
Sherwin J. Carlquist (1930-2021). Carlquist is best known
for his significant contributions to the fields of island
biogeography, evolutionary ecology, and wood anatomy.
Carlquist amassed more than 190,000 collection objects
during his productive 70+ year career, including
herbarium vouchers, wood specimens, specimen
material preserved in spirits, microscope anatomy

slides, photographs, negatives, slides, index envelopes,

and field notebooks. This collaborative project, now in
year four, aims to (1) curate the comprehensive Carlquist
collection for long-term preservation; (2) digitize and
mobilize the collection’s data; (3) link transcribed
collection information, images, and metadata across all
plant collections and archival objects; and (4) publish and
make linked collection data publicly available through
open-access platforms. ESN linkages created through this
project have potential to facilitate immediate application
to a suite of research areas, including systematics, wood
anatomy, ecology, biogeography, island biology,
phenology, plant conservation, history of science, plant
humanities, digital humanities, and archival theory and
practice. The Sherwin Carlquist Collection ESN project
represents a unique opportunity for the collaboration of
two different but interconnected disciplines to shepherd
the way in which herbaria and archive communities
envision, implement, and utilize ESNs within and between
their collections. Project successes, challenges, and
lessons learned during will be highlighted in this
presentation.

Are you or a student interested in writing about botanical research for Nemophila?
Email Brianne Palmer at brianne.r.palmer@gmail.com
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/84160786188/invitations?signature=aHg24uP1NPdwMYa1eiqBvEE8H7PSWotMtgxzH2ybDoI

SAVE THE DATE!

2026 California Botanical Society Annual Banquet and Mixer
Saturday, April 25, 2026
UC Merced

Learn more about the CalBotSoc Grants
Paul Silva Student Research Grant: up to $1000
Annetta Carter Memorial Fund Grant: up to $1000

_ NewandNoweworthyinMadroo

Second collection of New species of Jewelflower New species of Leptosiphon
Plagiobothrys lamprocarpus from  from the Sierra Nevada from Marin County,
Josephine County, Oregon (Roy E. Buck, Robert E. California
(Konshau Duman, 2025) Preston, Ann Howald, 2025) (Eva G. Buxton)

Botany Speaker Series at 7PM Missed a Speaker?

View previous speakers on

12-Feb Mare Nazaire, Clairmont Graduate University our YouTube Channel
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