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Successful Graduate Student Symposium and Banquet

On April 4-6, 2025, the California Botanical Society
hosted the 30" Graduate Student Symposium and
Annual Banquet at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. The
keynote address was delivered by by Dr. Lucia G.
Lohmann, entitled “The Origin and Evolution of
Amazonian Biodiversity: Why it matters for California
and the World”. Dr Lohmann is the new President and
Director of the Missouri Botanical Garden. During the
weekend, there were also two field trips. One to look
at serpentine vegetation led by Dena Grossenbacher
and Mike Butler and another to the famous wildflower
viewing location, Shell Creek, led by Jenn Yost and Matt
Ritter.
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Thank you all for attending and hope to see you next year!

Photo by Kathleen Kay:

Are you or a student interested in writing about botanical research for Nemophila?
Email Brianne Palmer at brianne.r.palmer@gmail.com
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Graduate Student Poster and Oral Presentation Awardees

Graduate Student Representatives: Brooke Wallasch and Magdalene Lo from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Best Talk: Best Poster:
KIERAN ALTHAUS, University of Chicago: ATRA SHAHRYARI and RIYA JAIN (undergraduates),
“Phylogenetic niche conservatism drives floristic assembly University of California, Berkeley: “Unveiling Nature’'s
across Mexico’s temperate-tropical divide” Sunscreen: The Potential Role of Liverwort Scales in
UV Protection”

Best Talk (runner up): Best Poster (runner up):
MADISON PLUNKERT, Michigan State University: “Leaf Traits JACQUELINE HOLMES, University of California, Los
Underlying Local Adaptation to Salt Spray in the Yellow Angeles: “Unveiling landscape patterns of local
Monkeyflower” adaptation in the widely distributed California scrub
oak (Quercus berberidifolia)”

Best Early-Stage Presentation:
MIA MANFREDI, Claremont Graduate University & California Botanic Garden: “An integrative study examining the disjunct
distribution of Salvia funerea M.E. Jones (Death Valley Sage, Lamiaceae)

David Giblin, University of Washington Herbarium, Burke Museum

50 Peaks Project — Documenting Alpine Plant Diversity and D|str|but|on in
Washington’'s Cascade Range (and Beyond) mp

Brody Sandel is an Assistant Professor of Biology at Santa David Giblin initiated the 50
Peaks Project in 2021 to document the diversity and distribution of alpine plants in
Washington’s Cascades Range, create baseline data for future climate change impact
studies in the alpine, locate new populations of rare plant taxa, and provide field- and
collections-based research opportunities for undergraduate students. Through 2024
David and 12 students have visited 45 peaks, made over 1600 collections with
accompanying silica-dried tissue samples, and generated a novel dataset for exploring a
diversity of topics relating to alpine plant communities in Washington’s Cascade Range.
David will share results from these surveys, along with preliminary findings from
modeling climate change projections on endemic alpine and subalpine taxa in
Washington.

May 8 at 7pm
Watch on Zoom

Missed a Speaker?
View previous speakers on our YouTube Channel
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More Photos from the Symposium Kathleen Kay

Do you have interesting photos or stories about our native plants? Send Nemophila submissions HERE
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